Iowa State University Ag Engineering, Agronomy, 16, 30, 36 Farm and Weather Summary, Agronomy Farm Planting progress resumed at that time with only 0.13 inch of rain the last half of the month, for a total of 4.81 inches in May. June started with temperatures near normal and good crop growth. Some spraying for bean leaf beetles on early-planted soybeans, but populations of beetles were below predicted levels, so infestations were less than expected. Later planting dates of soybeans due to early May rainfall also helped curb bean leaf beetle damage. Total rainfall for June was 5.90 inches.
Summer: Normal temperatures and 6.6 inches of rain in July, with a 1.77-inch event on July 5 and a 2.49-inch event on July 9, helped create excellent corn-pollinating conditions. Oat harvest started in the middle of July, with yields of 100-130 bushels/acre and 36-39 lb test weights.
August weather conditions led to deterioration of corn and soybean crops. High temperatures and only 1 inch of rain for the month drastically reduced yield potential for the soybeans and also reduced some of the corn yields. Dry and warm conditions also allowed perfect environmental conditions for the soybean aphid, which hit all soybeans hard in central Iowa. Some spraying for control of aphids was conducted on some research plots, but remainder of acres were left alone due to lack of understanding of economic thresholds for the soybean aphid. Yields in the fall indicated the combination of dry weather and soybean aphid damage resulted in 15-20 bushels less in the final soybean yield. Rains returned on September 11, ending with a total of 3.93 inches for the month. Soybean harvest started about the middle of the month, and corn harvest started on the 25 th .
Fall: October provided good weather for harvest, with only 0.94 inches of rainfall. First killing frost was October 2. Corn yields were 160-175 bushels/acre, but soybeans were down to 30-35 bushels/acre. November supplied 4.31 inches of rain to help recharge subsoil moisture levels, and fall tillage work progressed well with most work completed by late November. 
